Greek mythology and religion


Ancient Greek people believed in a lot of Gods, and it is called polytheism. The religion was the part of their life. There were special shrines, not just in temples, at their homes, too. These shrines were supposed to heal the family and make prophecies. There were two very famous oracles, in Delphoi, dedicated to Apollon, and in Dodona, dedicated to Zeus. The rituals were arranged by chosen officers, not by priests. The Olympics, in every 4 years, were honoured to Zeus. 

The Gods had human bodies, but their wishes were totally different. They had human features and they lived on Mount Olympus. 


First, there was only Khaos, the emptiness. Then Gaia(EARTH) was born and she vivified Uranos(SKY). Later Gaia gave birth to the cyclopses, titans and one-hundredhand creatures. 

The youngest titan was Kronos. Uranos manacled and took Gaia’s children to the very deep, to the Tartaros one by one. To Gaia’s demand, Kronos saved his siblings, by cutting Uranos with a dagger. His drop of blood arrived to the sea, and from there, Aphrodite(LOVE, BEAUTY) was born. But after the wound Uranos cursed his son, Kronos to get the same treatment, what he got, namely to be killed by his offspring. 


Kronos and Rheia had 3 daughters: Hestia(HEARTH), Demeter(GRAIN), Hera(MARRIAGE,BIRTH) and 3 sons: Hades(UNDERWORLD), Poseidon(SEA) and Zeus(MAIN GOD). Kronos one by one killed his children, but Rheia could save the last one, Zeus. Then, he grew up on land and consumed the curse.

Zeus and Hera had a child, Ares(WAR). Zeus and Demeter had a girl, Persephone, who became the wife of Hades. Zeus and Mnemosune had 9 daughters, the Muses (PATRONS OF SONG, MUSIC, DANCE, and POETRY). 
Zeus had an own child Pallas Athene(WISDOM, PATRON OF SCIENCES), who was the patron saint of Athens. As an answer Hera created Hephaistos(FARRIERRY), who was very ugly, but a very good blacksmither.

Zeus and the titan’s daughter Leto had two children Artemis(HUNTING) and Apollo(POETRY,HEALING,PREDICTION).

Zeus and Maia(NYMPH) had a child, Hermes(CRAFT,THEFT). 
