Comparison of Athens and Sparta

There are many differences and similarities between Athens and Sparta. 

1. Sparta was in the middle of the Peloponessos, separated from the sea near the Mount Taygetus. Athens was located to Attica and had a seaport to the sea. 

2. 3 social layers were in both cities. In Sparta there were citizens (dor), neighbours (dor) and helots (akhaj), while in Athens citizens, metics and slaves. 


The helots were similar to the slaves, but there were differences. They were bound to the soil an d they had movables. They had to give in the half of their production. They couldn’t be sold, but the slaves could. 


4. Athens was specialized to trade and cultivate areas, while Sparta was specialized to the militaristic lifestyle.   

5. The state organization was different, as well. In Athens democracy evolved, but in Sparta there has never been democracy. There were always 2  kings, one to lead at war and one to lead people in religious life. 

(ábra Spártáról: tk. 73. old.)
To sum up Sparta was organized in an aristocratic system, while Athens in a democratic one. 

6. Their language, writing, religion were the same. The saint patrol of Athens was Pallas Athene. 
7. While Sparta was better on land, and had a stronger army, Athens could fight better on water, and had a strong navy. 
8. In Athens, boys were educated (5-14) to mathematics, writing, reading, music, poetry and sports, and the girls to spinning and weaving. In Sparta, boys were taught (7-)the same things, emphasizing sports. Girls were more equal, so they learned similar things than the boys.
